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Our new website has gone live! Check it out at www.hlumelelisa.org.za. 

 

 

What has happened in Q3 2017? 
 

 We welcome new members to the family – Christo Read & Tshepo Mhlongo 

 We are proud of our Leeuwkop Medium B Graduates – Class of 2017 

 Goodbye Dr John Verster 

 New website launched 

 

  

Growing the family 
 

We are excited to announce the arrival of our new Chief Operating 

Officer. Christo Read joined Hlumelelisa in August 2017. Christo has 

worked in the NGO sector for more than 20 years, most recently as a 

management consultant focusing on organisational development 

and fundraising. His experience includes five years as managing 

director of a child and youth care centre in Cape Town and 12 years 

in fundraising management positions for various NGOs. In the course 

of his career, he has worked in the child and youth care, youth 

development, and education sectors. He was a member of the core 

team that established the City Year South Africa National Youth 

Service Programme, and led the development and implementation 

of two new projects in child and youth care that have been identified 

by the Department of Social Development as best practice models for 

possible national replication. He has a BA Hons degree (First Class) 

from Wits. We wish Christo a long and happy stay at Hlumelelisa. 

 

Mean 
Tshepo Mhlongo joined Hlumelelisa in August 2017, in the capacity of 

Trainee facilitator, based at Boksburg Correctional Centre (Juvenile 

section). Tshepo enrolled in the Horticulture level 1 Class of 2015. He 

was identified as a trainee facilitator while still incarcerated and upon 

his release, was employed by Hlumelelisa. Welcome Tshepo. Your 

enthusiasm and diligence make you a valuable addition to the 

Hlumelelisa family. 

Partnerships he 

family 

 

 

 

Christo Read – Hlumelelisa 

Chief Operating Officer 

Tshepo Mhlongo – Hlumelelisa Facilitator  

 “We are all unique and have our own 

special place in the puzzle of the 

universe”. – Rod Williams 
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We are saddened by the passing of Dr John Verster, Chairman of 

Hlumelelisa since its establishment in 2003. John was an emeritus 

professor of business science, chairman of a public benefit 

organisation, vice chair of a conservation foundation, former 

managing director of a behavioural finance company and retired 

group human resources director of Standard Bank. His early career 

was in social sciences research under the CSIR, HSRC and an 

international NATO Advanced Study Institute. He held a BA in 

Economics, Psychology and English, Honours (First Class) in 

Psychology, MA (cum laude) in psychological measurement and D 

Litt et Phil in cognitive science.  

 

He had also completed the Advanced Management Programme 

at Harvard Business School, USA.  His commitment and unwavering passion for the success of 

Hlumelelisa, since his appointment in 2003, will always be treasured. We would like to offer his 

family and friends our heartfelt condolences. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADUATION 
 

We are happy and proud to have successfully 

hosted the graduation ceremony for our Leeuwkop 

Medium B Juvenile Horticulture Class of 2017. The 

graduation ceremony was attended by our 

partners from Johannesburg City Parks, Hlumelelisa 

members of staff, as well as management members 

of the Department of Correctional Services. 

 

Hlumelelisa would like to congratulate all the 

graduates and wish them the best in their future 

endeavours. 

  

 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Hlumelelisa Class of 2017 Graduation 

Ceremony – Sep 2017 

“Sometimes when one person is absent, 

the whole world seems depopulated”. – 

Allphonse de Lamartine 

Dr John Verster – Chairman of 

Hlumelilisa (2003-2017) 

 

Gardening tip: Always check that your garden is free of weeds, because that is where the pests 

which destroy your plants may hide. It will therefore be easier to control the pests once they 

are exposed directly to your plants- Xolani Mkhize (Hlumelelisa Facilitator) 


