
 1 

Volume 18 | Issue 1                Contact us: 011 614 0061 

FEB 2018                         grow@hlumelelisa.org 

 
Our new website has gone live! Check it out at  https://www.hlumelelisa.org/ 

 

 

 

2017 Highlights 
 

• A record-breaking 122 students graduated from Hlumelelisa training in 2017, representing 

20% of the full cohort of 616 students who have graduated since 2006; 

• The student retention rate stood at an impressive 95%;  

• 7 of our 11 facilitators completed Level 4 training in horticulture; 

• 4 officials from the Department of Correctional Services (DCS) completed Level 1 training 

in horticulture, building capacity within the Department to offer the training itself as a 

vehicle to deliver rehabilitation and reintegration services;  

• Two new training sites were established, one at Boksburg Correctional Centre (juveniles) 

and one at the Thembisa Self-help Association of the Disabled (TSHAD); 

 

  

Graduation Season 

 

 
 

What’s in store for 2018 
 

• In 2018, Hlumelelisa will be establishing one new training site, bringing the total number of 

sites to 9 and total student numbers to 135; 

• The keyword for 2018 is “excellence”, and the guiding principle is to build capacity within 

the Department of Correctional (DCS) Services to improve delivery of rehabilitation and 

reintegration services. To this end, Hlumelelisa will continue to train DCS officials as 

facilitators, and will review, refine and document its programme as a “Best Practice 

Model” in the provision of rehabilitation and reintegration services, with a view to future 

replication; 
 

Proud students and Hlumelelisa 
facilitators celebrating the 
graduation of the 2017 class of 
Adult Males at the 
Johannesburg Central 
Correctional Facility on 16 
November 2017. 

Pictured in the back row in the 
blue shirt is facilitator Allan 
Dlamini, who also celebrated his 
first year teaching a class “solo”. 
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What we mean to our students… 
 

 

Hlumelelisa encourages students to journal their feelings while on the journey of self-awareness. 

Below are some quotes from students at our most recently established site, juveniles from the 

Boksburg Correctional Centre.  

 

“I know that life is a very precious thing and I feel that I didn’t respect it when I spent some of it 

inside the prison. I have learned that I am strong, and I can show my family that I have changed. 

I want to be remembered as a man who turned his life around from crime. I am going to work 

hard to make my family and community members forget about the pain I made them feel with 

the crime I committed. I will also be remembered as a person that looked at God for guidance 

to show me a new way of living.”  
 

 
 

 

 

“I want people to remember my hard work and respect. I am a good person who just did bad 

things and that is not the end of my life. I would like for my family to know that I now know right 

from wrong and do not see any reason to make bad choices and become friends with the 

wrong people. I want to change the world, and most of all, I want to change myself in front of 

the eyes of the community. I enjoy working for my family and like to keep busy. I do not want to 

be remembered as a lazy person, so I will work hard to also give back to the community. I want 

to be remembered as a person who loved life.”  

 

 

“Let us not forget that the cultivation of the soil is the most important labour of 

man. When tillage begins, other arts will follow. The farmers, therefore, are the 

founders of civilization.” Daniel Webster 

Mean 
 

Gardening tip: When going on a short trip, consider “planting” two-litre cooldrink bottles filled 

with water in your garden – or sections of it – as a cheap and effective irrigation system – Eneth 

Langa (Hlumelelisa Facilitator) 

Juvenile students at Boksburg Correctional Centre proudly displaying their crop of sweet potatoes 


